S0LAS/CONF/SR.8
29 January 1975

Originals FRENCH

aTEkaOVERNMENTAL MARITIME
ONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
SLFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FIGETH MERTING

held at IMCO Headquarters, 104 Pioccadilly, London, V.1,
on FPriday, 1 Novenber 1974 at 11 a.n,

President: Rear-Admiral R,Y, EDWARDS (USA)
Secretary-Goneral: Mr. C.P. SRI .3TAVA (Seoretary~General of IMCO)
Exeoutive Secretary: Captcin A, SAVELIEV (IMCO)

A list of participants is given in SOLAS/CONF/INF'.1/Rev.l and Cor»,1l, thereto

CO: 3
Page
Agenda iten 9 - Signature of the Final Act of the 2
Conference and of the Intermational
Convention for the Safetly of life
at Sea, 1974
Closure of the Conference 3

For reasons of economy, this document is printed in 3 limited nismber. Delegatas
ars kindly asked to bring their copies to meatings and not to request additional copies.




S0LAS/CONF/SR.8 -2 -

AGENDA ITEM 9 ~ SIGNATURE OF THE FINAL ACT OF THE CONFERENCE AND OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974

The PRESIDENT said that the Conforeonce had decided the previous day that the
Final Act of the Conference, which it had alrecady adopted, would be signed at the
present neeting. e invited participants *o prooeed to the eigning forthwith,

Mr., SAVELIEV (Executive Secretary) said that the usual proctice was for the
Final Act to be signed first by the President of the Conference, the Secoreilary-
General of the Orgmnization, the Deputy Seoretary-General, the Executive Secretary
of the Conference and the Deputy Excoutive Secretary. After that, delegations would
be called upon to sign, in the English alphabetical order of delegations.,

The Finnl Act was simmod by representai res of the following States:

Algeria Jannica
Argenting Japon

Augtralin Kuwait

Belgiun Liberia

Brazil Libyan Arab Republic
Bulgaria Madagascar

Burma Mexico
Byelorugsian SSR Monaco

Canada Netherlends

Chile New Zealand

China Nigeria

Congo Norway

Cuba Palkkintan

Cyprus Ponana
Czechoglovakisa Poru

Denoeratic Yenon Poland

Dennioxk Portugal

Egypt Republic of Korea
Pinland Republic of Viet-Nan
France Senegnl

Gabon Singapore

German Democratic Republic Spain

Gernany, FeGeral Republic of Sweden

Ghana Switzerland
Greeve Turkey

Hungary Ukrainian SSR
Iceland USSR

India United Kingdon
Indonesia United Republic of Tanzania
Iran United States
Ireland Uruguay

Israel Venezuela

Italy Yugonlavia

Mr, SAVELIEV (Executive Secretary) announced that 66 of the 67 delegations
that hod attonded the Conference had signed the Final Act.
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He invited those representatives who were invested with the neocesary
povwors to sign the International Convention for the Bafety of Life at Soa,

1974,
The Convention was signed by representatives of the following States:

Byelorussian SSR Liborin

Chile Mexico

Congo Monaeco
Czechoslovakis Portugnl
Democratic Yenen Republic of Korea
Denmark Republic of Viet~Nan
BEgypt fweden

France Switzorland
Ghona Ukrainion SSRH
Gresce USSR

Hungary United Kingdon
Jceland United Statoes
Indonesia . Venezueln

Iron Yugoslavia

Iaracl

Mr. SAVELIEV (Bxecutive Secretary) announced that 29 of the 35 delegations
invested with the necessary powers hed gigned the Convention,

CLOSURE OF THY CONFERENCE

The PRESIDENT said that he had just received a message from the Venezuelan
School nf Merchant Marine, sending the Conference good wishes for its success
and stating that the School was ready to take the necessary steps to put the
results of the Conference into practice.

He thanked participante for having been co-oporative to & dogree which he
considered unprecedented in the history of the Organization,

Spesking on behalf of all delegations, he thanked the Secretary-General
and all hig staff for their services to the Conference, and the United Kingdom
for the genercus hospitality it had extended to all participants.

He also thanked the Cormittee Chairmen for having so adnirably discharged
a duty essential to the succese of the Conference.

In conclusion, he agnin thanked participants for the honour they had done
hin and his country in electing hin to preside over their work.

Mr. ARCHER (UK) wished to be the first to pay tribute to the President,
who had earlier done great service to the Organization and had surpassed

hinself in the previous two weecks. Hie energy and consistent good hunour had
nade it possible for the Conference to achieve its objectives within the

short tipe available,
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The Chaimmon of the Conference Cormittees had formod an outstanding tean
vwhich had played an important part in the success achisved in promoting the
cause of safety of 1life at sea.

The two primary objeotives of the Conference,namely to incorporate in the
Convention the anendments already adopted and to work out an effective amendment
procedure, had undoubtedly been achieved. As for the other two - unifomm
neagures for ensuring the safety of life at sgea and the ropid entry into force
of the new Convention ~ hig delegntion itrusted that the absence of a
reservationa Article would not prejudice the first and that the number of
ratifications required for the Convention to enter into force would soon be
reached. The enlargenent of IMCO obvioualy increasced the difflculties
concerning national procedures for the entry into force of amendments; but
those difficulties would be anply offset by the advantages to the Organization
of representing a wider community. The safety of human life, like peace, was
indivizible and the measures needed to ensure it must be capable of being
adjusted rapidly and yet at a pace that all countries could follow.,

In conelusion, he thanked all the nmenmbers of the IMCO Secretariat for their
co~operation in the work of the Conference,

Mr. EL-SAMMAK (Bgypt) thanked the President for having guided the
Conference %o satisfactory results. He congratulated the Secretary-General
and his staff on the admirable task they had performed and thanked delegations
for the co=operation they had all shown in recognizing the world problems
caused by the speed of technical progress.

Mr, JACQUIER (France) sssociated his delegation with the praise given to
the President, who had fulfilled the expectations placed in him when he was
elected. He endorsed the tributes paid to the Chairmen of Committees,
the Drafting Cormittee and all the members of the Secretariat,

Mr. LONGE (Nigeria), Chairmen of Cormittee I, sald that he had had the
honour of proposing Rear-Admiral Edwards as President of the Conference,
aware that he would have the necessary qualities for such a tremendous task.
All the countries of the Group of 77 attached the greatest importance to the
safety of life at sea, even though unfortunately their nerchant marines formed
a comparatively emell part of the world fleet; on bohalf of all those nations,
his delegation thanked the President for having brought the Conference to &

successful oonclusion.
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Mr, KOLESNITCHENKO (USSR) thanked the President, the Cormittee Chairmen,

the Secretary-General and all who had helped to ensure tho success of the
Conference and ite friendly and efficient atmosphers. He congratulated all

participants for their contribution to its succesaful outoone,

Mr. MORALES ACOSTA (Mexico) transmitted the congratulations of his
delegntion and of the Mexican Merchant Marine to the President and to a2ll the
officials who had helped to ensure the success of the Conference.

Mr, SILER (USA) congratulated the Presidsnt as a compatriot and

former conrade in arns.

Mr. SRIVASTAVA {Secretary-General) said that, as a nember of the Indian
delegation, heﬂha,d taken part in the 1960 Conference on Safety of Life at Seas
he had then been far fron inagining that he would be at the head of IMCO foxr the
preparation of the Convention that had just been adopted. On behalf of all
his colleagues in the Secretariat, he thanked the President and all the delegates
for, in the last analysis, it was the delegates who deserved the honour for the
success of the Conference. He paid tribute to all his colleagues in IMCO for
their renarkable tean-work., Now that the Conforence wags ending and the Final
Act and the Articles of the Convention haod been signed, he looked forward with
pleasure to the next stage, the ratification of the Convention, and invited all
countries to transnit their instrunents of ratification as soon as possible.

The PRESIDENT thanked all speakers for the kind words they had addressed
to hin,

He declared the Conference closed.
The meeting rese at 12,55 p,m,






